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Frank Cordaro: Homily on Trinity Sunday, 
St. John’s at Bethnal Green, 
East London, England 


May 22, 2005 to speak of God get us further 
‘ away from God.) 
Thank you for allowing me to So, how do we do that? God 


share this great Feast Day of the being so big, and unknowable, 
Trinity with you. Iam visiting how do we begin speaking of 
here from the United States.In him? Today we begin with the 
the U'S., am part of the Catho- dogma of the Trinity - God the 


lic Worker Movement, which is Father, God the Son, and God 
a radical ay movementin the Ro- the Holy Spirit. Karl Rhaner, a 
man Catholic Church. famous Catholic theologian, 
Known for our work with the — wrote that the dogma of 
poor and for our nonviolent the Trinity can best be un- 
peace activism, we Catholic derstood as _ the 
Workers are more at home in “economy” of God. By 
Primitive Christianity than weare — economy, Rhaner means 
in the Christianity of the post- the belief of the Trinity is 
Constantine church, under which — designed to name our ex- 
we all currently suffer. perience of God. 


Itisa privilege to be here in 
this humble church, which atone 
time, I can see from its grand 
Structure, knew better and 
wealthier financial times. Today 
it possesses the richness of be- 
ing a home to a true Kingdom 
community made up of the poor, 
the weak, the genie, the mild and 
the not-so-important, in worldly 
standards, folks. I feel right at 
home here. 

Asa guy who likes to preach, 
I take every opportunity I can to 

do so, Given this opportunity to 
Speak to you, I confess that I was 
disappointed to find that it was 
Trinity Sunday, In the eighteen 
years of my past preaching, I al- 
ways dreaded preaching on the 
Feast of Trinity Sunday. It is a 
Feast based on a dogma. Dog- 
mas, which are formal sets of 
beliefs and tenets, are abstract, 
and therefore difficult to preach 
about 

Nevertheless, there is one 

thing good about Trinity Sunday. 
In the liturgical year, it is well 
placed in the calendar. We just 
finished celebrating the Easter 
season, and Trinity Sunday is a 
time in which we can stop and 
examine our new relationship to 
God in a post-Easter world. 

To begin with, you need to the Father, is also the best 
know that “God is big... real known of the characters 
big.” So big, in fact, thatanything of God. Almost every cul- 
We might say or dlaim about God ture and civilization, from 
can only be pathetically inad- the very beginning of 
equate. Even the dogma of the _ time, has a sense of this person 
Trinity tells us absolutely noth- of God. Today, despite our many 
ing about the inner workings of different ways of expressing our 
God. That knowledge is way be- beliefs, most of us believe in 


To me, that makes 
some sense. Through the 
Trinity, we explore the 
ways God is revealed to us 
through salvation history. 

Think of Greek theater 
and the different charac- 
ters ina Greek play. Anac- 
tor puts on a mask ina 
Greek play, and is said to 
become a distinct person 
- acharacter, God comes 
to us in salvation history 
in sort of the same way, 
in three distinct persons — 
characters. And, through 
these “characters”, we are 
invited to fully expenience 
God from our limited hu: 
man perspective. 

Let's begin with “God, 
the Father’, the all know- 
ing, all powerful God, 
Creator of the Universe. 
I'm talking “The Uni- 
verse” here. We are just 
one little planet, in our 
own little solar system in 
a galaxy filled with mil- 
lions of other stars and 
solar systems in a Uni- 
verse filled with millions 
of galaxies. God, the Fa- 
ther, is Big! 

In human history, God, 


yond us. Yet, we human beings — some kind of a divine creating 
must attempt to speak of God, 1 

for in our efforts to speak of Now, let's consider the next 
God, we can get closer to God. through which God is re- 


(itis also true that some efforts vealed in salvation history- “God, 


only consider the dogmatic per- 
spective of Jesus’ claim to be 
God's Son, we are limited to an 
abstract philosophical under- 
standing of Jesus, who is fully 
human and fully God. No mat- 
ter how we grapple with dog- 


matic perspective, the human 
side of Jesus gets somewhat lost 
in this divine equation. Hence, 
our confusion.....a man equal to, 


,and one and the same with, the 


God of the Universe. As diffi- 
cult as this is for uis Christians 
to grasp, it is a concept most non- 
Christians cannot embrace at all. 


But, if we use an historical, 
contextual approach to explor- 
ing this daim, perhaps we can re- 
discover the more human aspect 
of Jesus’ Divine “sonship” 

When the New Testament was 
being written, before the intro- 
duction of this dogma and the 
establishment of the Christian 
creed, there was another living 
claimant to the sonship of 
God —the head of the Ro- 
man Empire, Caesar. Cae- 
sar laid claim to the title 
‘Christ’ long before Jesus 
did. Further, any other 
person who daimed to be 
the ‘Christ’ was consid- 
ered Rome's enemy and 
was treated as an outlaw. 

At the time, Caesar 
probably had a better 
claim than Jesus for being, 
God's son. He was the 
most powerful human in 
the world, who could, and 
did, move mountains 
(with his armies) at will 
He held the power of life 
and death over everyone 
in his Empire and all the 
nations of the known 
world came to Rome to 
pay him homage. This son 
of God ruled through 
power, and control, de- 
struction and wealth. 

Jesus was a very differ- 
ent claimant. He was a 
penniless Jewish peasant, 
who preached a radical 
egalitarian message and 
espoused a nonviolent 
revolution, In trying to 
make the case that Jesus 
not Caesar, was the true 
Son of God, it is no won- 
der that St. Paul and the 
Apostles had their hands 
full back then. Today, 
ironically, the Divinity of 
Jesus is a dogmatic given 
for Christians. He is pro- 
claimed to be God, who 
came to us in human 
form. But what of his hu- 
manity? We've nearly lost 
sight of this human part 

of Jesus. To experience God, the 


claim the Jesus of human history 
and the way he lived on earth. 

According to the Gospels, 
Jesus lived and preached the guid- 
ing principles of unconditional 
love and unlimited 


to take a life. For many early 
Christians, following the Way of 
Jesus cost them their lives. 
Through the Beatitudes we 
also learn that God is revealed 
to us through the least, the poor, 
the marginal and the down and 
out — those with whom Jesus 
lived and prayed - and that the 
peacemakers and not the war 
makers are the true sons and 
daughters of God. Following 
Jesus and not Caesar was a hard 
sell in the first century. It's a hard 
sell today. 

Finally, we consider the third 
person of God - “The Holy 
Spint” 

In the Old Testament, the 

Holy Spirit was known as the 
Wisdom of God. The word for 
Wisdom, in Hebrew, is feminine. 
So it helps to think of the Holy 
Spirit as reflecting a feminine side 
of God. On the cosmic level, the 
Holy Spirit is the Divine spark 
of God found in all created 
things. She acts like a Divine 
DNA code contained in every 
particle of the Universe, animate 
and inanimate. Her cosmic job 
isto help the Universe bend back 
towards God. 

In the New Testament the 
Holy Spirit's job is to give the fol- 
lowers of Jesus the courage to 
claim Jesus, crucified and down 
and out, as the true Son of God, 
over Caesar, She is Divine and 
cosmic, a spark of God, a pro- 
vider of inspiration and courage, 
and she is found in all things cre- 
ated. 

So there we have it - The Trin- 
ity. Three different divine per- 
sons in which we experience the 
unknowable God. If we em- 
brace God as the Creator, the 
Human sent to earth in God's 

image, and the spark of the di- 
vine Cosmic in all created things, 
we can begin, and only begin, to 
know the God of Salvation His- 


tory. 


‘The photos on the cover and 
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Attention 


Next year marks the 30th Anniversary of 
the Des Moines Catholic Worker (DMCW). 
In honor of this milestone and a felt need 
expressed by other CW friends around the 


All Catholic Workers Everywhere 


How About a National Catholic Worker Gathering in Iowa on Oct 20—22, 2006? 


The Catholic Diocese of Des Moines has a 
Catholic Youth Camp about 60 miles NW of 
Des Moines available for such a gathering. 
The Camp can handle as many as five hun- 
dred people, if a couple hundred folks bring 
tents and sleeping bags to camp out. The 
weekend of Oct 20 — 22, 2006 has been set 
aside for a possible national CW gathering. 

The Offer: The DMCW will host the gath- 


50314. (515) 


ering if a committee of Catholic Worker’s 
nation wide will plan, organize and facility 
the gathering. If you or your Catholic Worker 
community are willing to help with this com- 
mittee contact Frank Cordaro at Phil Berrigan 
House, 713 Indiana Ave, Des Moines, Iowa 


282-4781 E-mail: 


frank.cordaro@ gmail.com 


ND Gratuate Spends a 
Summer at DMCW Before 
Entering Med School 


Hello all! My name is Nicole 
Gilg and Iam the new, albeit tem- 
porary, community member liv- 
ing in the Ligutti House for the 
summer. 

I will be here for eight weeks 
completing the University of 
Notre Dame’s Summer Service 
Project Intemship. (Many thanks 
to the Notre Dame Alumni Club 
of Des Moines for sponsoring 
my stay!) I graduated from Notre 
Dame in May having studied 
medicine and anthropology. 

Iam now headed to Tulane 
University Medical School where 
I plan to pursue both my medi- 
cal degree and a master’s in pub- 
lic health with the eventual goal 
of practicing international medi- 

cine. 

Wherever I end up, and how- 
ever many years it may take, I will 
always remember the incredible 
hospitality and compassion I re- 
ceived here as a member of the 
community. You have touched 
my life more than I could ever 
express. Thank you and 1 will 
miss you all! 


Nicole Gilg, a native of western 
Nebraska, brings her joy, energy and 
grace to DMCW for the summer. 


1310 7th St., Des Moines. 
Allare welcome! 


Jobs 


Midwest Catholic Worker Gathering DoneDirtCheap 


tion of talks in round-table fash- 
ion for the afternoon. There will 
be time for walks, baseball, bas- 
ketball, Frisbee and fun. Saturday 
evening is a fun night of skits, 
music, a bonfire and the famous 
award ceremony of "Football 
Mary” to the house that has the 
best skit, Sunday moming we end 


The Des Moines Catholic Country, the DMCW would like to make an 
Worker , offer to host a National Catholic Worker gath- 
founded in 1976, is a ering to take place in Iowa the weekend of 
response to the Gospel call Oct 2 2242 
ed ; aa, OCt 20 — 22, 2006. 
summarized by the anasteratlayi 
Catholic Worker tradition. Editor’s Note Manual is getting married this 
We are committed toa | We're experimenting in this issue Month and moving to Iowa City. 
simple, nonviolent life-style | with a 12-page format including He will be missed. Therefore, we 
as we live and work among | twopagesin Spanish. We havetwo  ©an't say we will continue with a 
the poor. We directly serve | Hispanic community members, SV¢lve page format nor have a 
others by ingour | Manuel Galvez and Cecilia Spanish section in future vp. issues. 
Lisa heesl P eat of Gutierrez. Manual writes for sev- _ ISo, this is Tom Schkmitz’s fourth 
eta eral Spanish papers in lowaandis VP layout effort We couldn't do it 
= clothing, ee a without him.. Mucho thanks. 
,oracup ee 
and conversation. We also Si * 0 
att cB a ister Dianna Ortiz 
festersocaljusice. Speaking Truth to Pow 
er 
Our mailing address is: 
EO, BamHI Saturday, October 29, 2005 
wash ec enc Sponsored by Saint Joeseph Educational Center 
and the Des Moines Catholic Worker. 
# St. Catherine of Siena 
= Drake Newman Community 
= 1150 28th Street, Des Moines 
Bishop Dingman = Time: 7-9:30pm 
ane (A ponaTion oF $20 1s SUGGESTED, 
1310 7th St., BUT NO ONE WILL BE TURNED AWAY.) 
515-243-0765 Sister Dianna Ortiz is a USA 
Reswwents: Jerry Dermody Ursuline sister who was a mis- 
Norman Searah Sionary in Guatemala teaching 
Michael Mayan children in San Miguel 
Acatan in the 1980's. In Novem- 
Tomand Tak Schmitz jer of 1989, she was abducted 
Charles and forced to endure unspeak- 
Elton Davis, Member Off able horrors of torture. 
Campus While under torture Sr. Dianna 
made a promise to those whose 
Msgr. og seep screams of pain she heard: “If 0 
survive, I will never forget you. currently serves as its direc- 
515-280-1216 Iwill tell the world whatI have tor. TASSC exists to educate 
Resipents: Jackie Robinson seen and heard.” In 2002, her people about the continuing oc- 
Bill Petsche ©°Urage and determination re- currence of torture around the 
i sulted in the publication of her World and to provide support for 
Emily Sinnwell memoir, The Blindfold’s Eyes: its victims. See TASSC web 
Landon Dawson My Journey from Torture to Page: www.TASSC.org, 
@Lazarus House = Truth. Along with other torture For more information 
1317 8thSt, survivors, she founded the Contact: Andrea Molinari, 
515-246-1499 Torture Abolition and Survivors — Dir., St. Joseph Educational 
Support Coalition International Center, West Des Moines, 
wares Ed Bloomer (Ass) in Washington, D.C. lowa; (515) 222-1044 
wson family: 
Carla, Julius, Joshua 
Jordan 
iwngschroede = Sugar Creek < -— Sept9-—11 
@Phil Berrigan House 
713 Indiana St. Don't Miss This Annual Celebration— All Are Welcome 
515-282-4781 ce ne sane decades old) small children or health consid- 
"aan seicentit: midwest gathering in Sugar _ erations or sonic snorers. The 
? : -— Creek, Jowa will be hosted by the __ retreat house is not handicap ac- 
Resiwenrs: Frank Cordaro |). Missouri CWers (5 : 2 
and Mike F Jolumbta, Missouri CWers 573) _ cessible. The retreat house man- 
Fran Mike Puller 375.7378 The Columbia CW agers have two nules they are very 
@iheChiapas Project | prepare the Friday evening _ strict about: 
Chiapas, Mexico meal sa serie ae will © No Pets Allowed 
Richard Flamer _ are i — Anywhere on the Grounds. 
o . C or c ectivi . Z tal- 
famenichard@homaaicom po ur collective cooking ta 4s iy fan 
Cemetery. 


Subscriptior 


Free, To subscribe: mail, phone, 
or etnai) yous name and address 


ae 


Sugar Creek is in a rural par- 
ish retreat house, (Maps available 
upon request.) And it’s been the 
venue for this event for over 20 
years. There are dormitories with 
plenty of bunk beds and 
tenting is highly recommended. 

There ase a limited number of 
private rooms for folks with 


For those who wish or require 
motel accommodations, we sug- 
gest the Winsther Motel in 
DeWitt, lowa (319) 659-3249. It 
is about 20 minutes from the re- 
treat center. 

Saturday morning we gather 
for introductions and formula- 


with a liturgy together. 

Bune: Food, drinks, sleeping 
bags, towels, flashlight, musi- 
cal instruments, soap, toiletries, 
jacket, song books, house litera- 
ture and papers, toilet paper, dish 
soap, firewood, and money to 
help pay for the rental of the 
Property. 


www.desmoinescatholicworker.org 


Community News 


Hi! Ihope this article finds evereyone surviving the heat. 1 
am wniting my article from Seattle. Thats right. Isaid Se- 
attle. The weather here isawwesome, highs in themid 708, lous 
in the mid 60's. My friends JR and Barry had a surprise 
birthdaypanty and Iiwasone ofthe surprises. Itis tty amaz- 
inghowtimeflies. Imet]R when [firstcame to the Worker 
in Augustin 1988. Ithardly seems like seventeen years have 
gone by that fast. Butenough about me and thepast. This 
anicle isaboutthe going on atthe DICW now 


Jerry Dermody, our beloved 
senior member is buying a house 
He has been talking about buy- 
ing a house for some years now 
So keep him in your prayers 
Wonder were we'll get our news- 
paper from? 

Mike T. was recently bitten by 
a dog, he’s okay. He is slowly 
mending. He has been doing odd 
jobs around and enjoys having 
some spending money 

Tom, as you may guess, is 
working on the Via Pacis, and 
calling me names as I am late with 
my article once again. (Actually, 
the name-calling takes place in 
the photo on the right - TS :-) 
He is still working part-time re- 
cycling building materials to low- 
income home-owners to make 
their homes safe. 

Tak finally got his cast off last 
week and is happy to have two 
hands to play basketball with. He 
is also taking a couple classes in 
summer school. 

Charles is a new CWer and is 
fitting in quite nicely. He is tak- 
ing shifts, and looking for a job. 
It is also a blessing that he is a 
big guy, sometime just the size 
of him can defuse a crazy situa- 
tion. But we know the truth, he 
is really a teddy bear. 

Norman as you can tell from 
with all the pick ups and the 
prison van rides for Trinity. He 
is planning a trip home to see 
his mother, keep him in your 
prayers that he makes it this year. 

Frank was on a working vaca- 
tion in Europe. Read all about it 
in his article. He also is working 
with other Peace groups on ways 
to counter the war, and how to 
keep the growing human cost of 
war in the fore-front. 


Norman’s Whereabouts 


Peace, Carla, DMCW 


Fran has been busy tuming the 
entire front yard at Berrigan 
House into a garden. She has lots 
of flowers and tomatoes grow- 
ing nicely. She has also been 
keeping an eye on my garden 
plots while I have been traveling 
Thank you, Fran, for all the 
weeding and watering. 

Mike F has been doing an ex- 
cellent job on the Peace and Jus- 
tice Libary at Berrigan House. 
He's now feverishly taken up the 
high-contact game of Scrabble. 

Emily has finished her first 
year at Mercy and, of couse, she 
did wonderfully. She recently 
had her friend Audriann here vis- 
iting from Mexico, Audnann was 
with us for a month, she is a 
lovely young lady, but with a 
friend like Emily what would you 


expect. 
Bill P has been trying to spend 
time in Iowa City to hang out: 
with Jack. His mom just had a 
birthday and he got to see his 
brothers and sisters. He has 
been walking more than most 
trainees for a marathon run. He 
has been utilizing the Forest Av- 
enue Library, and will probably 
win the patron of the year award. 
Nicole has been with us for 
almost two months. She is our 
summer Notre Dame student. 
She is a recent graduate and a 
very hard working young lady. 
She has tackled a lot of odd jobs 
for us that we never seem to get 
too, And she seems to show up 
to help serve and clean-up at ev- 
ery evening shift. She has truly 
been a Godsend. And, well, she’s 
smart, too. She applied to twelve 
medical schools, and got ac- 
cepted to every single one. (See 
herarticle on page 2. We will miss 
her and wish her blessings on her 


The Des Moines CW Gang: Bottom Row Seated (L-r): Tak (TekChillin) Schmitz, Jackie (Triple Play) Robinson,” 
Mike (HelloKittic) Thompson. Middle Row (-r): Bill JugglinForJuice) Petsche, Norman (Soooooo Fine) Searah, 
Fran (Beef Chili) Puller, Francis (Sonny Bob Boy) Cordaro, Nicole (Goin Mobile Medical) Gilg, Carla (Grand Slamy 


Dawson, Charles (ThrowinItDown) Fitzpatrick. Top Row (I-r): Emily (Sinbad) Sinnwell, Cecilia (Wash YourHands) 
Gutierrez, Manuel (Makin Whoopee) Galvez, Edward Morgan Stanley (Bling-Bling) Bloomer IV, bie hesonr 
Oil) Schmitz. Not included: Mike (ScrabbleForDollars) Puller, Jerry (Daddy Starbucks) Dermody. 


joumey. 
Jackie and I went to 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. We 
went to help Graham with the 
South Side Film Festivle (SSFF). 
It was a great week. Graham's 
parents, Mimi and Bill, were the 
best hosts. Jackie and I met a lot 
of the film producers and direc- 
tors. They were some of the 
most inspiring people that I have 
every met. Jackie and I gota big 
surprise. Joann, Jonah and 
Amanda came up from the New 
York Worker. It was great to see 
them. Jonah is so big. He told 
his mom he was going to move 
to Des Moines to live with Jackie. 
Thank you to Mimi and Bill and 
all the people at the SSFF for a 
great time. Hope to see you all 
next year. 
Eddie has been busy watching 
Jordan, thanks “B-bop”. He has 
been walking to the post office 
everyday. He has been vigiling 
every Wednesday. He is now 
working at Home Recycling on 
Mondays. Eddie is the guy we 
look up to. He is truly an ex- 
ample of living out your beliefs. 
Keep on keeping on, “B”. 
Cecila is extremely busy. She 
works two jobs and goes to 
school. She is trying to save 
money to get her CNA license. 
Lazarus House has never been so 


clean. She is truly been blessed 
or cursed with the cleaning 
gene. Thank you for the birthday 
cakes, They were excellent. 

Manuel is getting married to 

Elizabeth. He will be moving to 
Iowa City to continue his mas- 
ters degree in Political Science. 
He is also working with a Latino 
newspaper and you should look 
for his article. Lam so happy that 
he has found a lovely young lady 
to spend his life with. I wish 
them joy and happiness. Manuel 

Irving has been swamped with 
laundry. There is never a time 
when the washing machine is 
quiet. And he’s still out there can- 
ning for pocket change. He is so 
happy now that the boys are 
older and they don't jump on him 
any more. 

Julius has finished another se- 
mester at DMACC. He is not 
going to school this summer. He 
is looking fora job. He will also 
goto Davenport and sj some 
time with his grandmother. Iam 
proud of what you have accom- 
plished, Julius, and look forward 
to seeing what else you will do. 
Keep your chin up. 

Josh has been living at the 
Wolfe Ranch in Marshalltown. 
He is doing so well there. We are 
so proud of how much he has 


grownup. It mustbe because he 
is now sixteen. Thope he'll have 
some photos to show everyone 
forthe next Via Pacis. Josh, hang 
in there and keep your eye on the 
prize. 
Jordan is now done with 
Middle School. He will be in 
High School in the fall. He is 
now taking a GT summer class 
in Aviation. He is so happy that 
it is summer vacation. He can 
hang out with Tak and play bas- 
ketball and video games. He is 
growing up so much. He will be 
going with me to New York in 
July. He will then go on to visit 
Richard and his family. He has 
been thinking about what classes 
to take in the fall. 

Iam going to close this article 
with a big THANK YOU to all 
the people who made my 40th 
birthday a day to remember. 

I didn’t realize how truly 
blessed I have been. lam going 
to try to live the next 40 
years trying to be appreciative 
of all the blessings I have been 
given. Thank you to everyone 
who makes the DMCW a place 
to grow and learn. 

Thank you forall your prayers. 
May we continue to live a life of 
service to all. Keep us in your 
prayers, and we will do the same. 

— Peace, Carla 


By Norman Searah, DMCW Community Member 

Hello! It’s once again time to write and article and to share with you the feelings 
that I'm feeling and with what's going on here at the Des Moines Catholic Worker. 

I'm going to start writing about some of the people that come to our community 
as guests that are not so poor and homeless, not as people with health and mental 
problems. I believe that we all have problems, one kind or another, and that goes 
for me. You'll find there are many poor and homeless that are not on welfare, there 
are many trying to hold jobs, and there are those who are not on SSI butare t trying 
to find work. 

There are, of course, many simply looking for shelter. A room of their own. 
Some live under bridges, some in make-shift camps by the river or in the woods. 
Those who have cars count their sheep behind the wheel, parked on side streets, at 
shopping centers, or rest stops, convenient stores, industrial parks. 

And they are all our friends. And one of our favorites just past away. Emmet 
Presswood died on April 8 of this year. Emmet was well known to us all, guests and 
staff, because of all the ways he was helpful to so many: giving people rides, listen- 
ing to their problems, bringing in new guests, and making us all laugh all the time. 

Sometimes we would share our bottles and cans with each other, to resupply one 


of our empty pockets of spare change. Often we'd sit and talk and I would watch Emmet 
whittle some carving on a stick ora piece of wood. We liked sharing stories too. Emmet 
was from a family of Baptist preachers. Four brothers from the Presswood family heard 
God's calling. But Emmet did his own kind of ministry during his years with us. He 
brought an old world southern manner to his friendships with the poor and oppressed. 
He was a generous friend who always shared what little he had and would do so some- 
times just to joke or tease in the process of giving. 
Emmet knew well of the language of the church that he loved. Tall and thin, Emmet 
walked with courage and love fora world that blessed him with so many kinds of friends. 
Still working on my diabetes and sharing medical and health information with friends. 
And I recently had to start paying again for a car that was repossesed about a year ago. 
Don't ask me. I guess intead of leaving in three years, I might be leaving in four or five. 
Tm still looking for a job so I can take a trip home to Massachuesetts and call ita 
vacation to visit my mother who's been very supportive and a friend. In the meantime, 
T'm doing the Emmet-thing: woodcarving people’s names onto boards, And a lot of it. 
Soon I get todo an echo and a treadmill to see how my hear is doing. Then it's my tum. 
fora colonoscopy. Mmm. 1 don’t know. With all these tests, and repayments, and friends 
a ee 
now. Thank you for your time. 
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Frank’s Tour of European Catholic Workers 


Frank turns invitation to European Catholic Worker gathering 
into a three week speaking tour of Euro Catholic Worker Communities. 


Frank Cordaro 
Des Moines Catholic Worker 


For the past eight years, the 
European CW communities 
have held a retreat and they tra 
ditionally ask CWers from the 
United States to join them as 
their guest. This year I was hon: 
ored to be the USA CW guest 
at the May Euro CW gathering, 
I followed in the foot steps of 


Brian Terrell and Betsy Keenan. 


Art Laffin, Ed Loring and 


WWII and the three of us par 
ticipated in a Walk of Remem 
brance, which was organized by a 
anti-Fascist, anti-far right coali 
tion of local peace and justice 
groups. Germans are very wary of 
the rise of far right nationalist 
political parties in Germany. We 
began the walk in downtown 
Dortmund at the site where the 
Jews were shipped off 
to concentration camps, during 


today both industries no longer 
exist in Dortmund. Dortmund 
hag the highest unemployment in 
Germany, outside of East Ger 

many. | have visited three times 
now, and each visit I find the 
Kana Soup Kitchen is bigger and 
better. Their current kitchen and 
dinner room is a great place to 
serve meals, Many a CW com- 
munity would envy their cook 

ing and storage space! The day I 


Prison where many Germans 


WWII, and ended at the old SS 


helped serve the meal the local 
auxiliary Catholic bishop helped 


them left leaning artists, must 
cians, teachers and social work 
ers. 

Ninmegen is just a few miles 
from the German border, A city 
with a 2,000 year history, it was 
once the furthest northern gar 
rison in the Roman Empire 
Ninmegen is also a city which 
was accidentally bombed during 
WWII by the Allies. 

The gathering was great fun 
for me. I felt like I was a 
distant cousin visiting and 


CWers in a European setting, We 
talked about the differences be 
tweep doing hospitality in the 
USA versus Europe, where the 
social welfare state takes much 
better care of the poor 
and needy. This is one of the rea 
sons that Euro CWs are often 
involved with refugee work; they 
are the one group of people most 
neglected. However, there were 
also many similarities we dis- 
cussed, the primary one being 
that we all live in First World na 


Group photo of May 2005 European Catholic Worker gathering. 


Murphy Davis, Jeanette Noel 
and Bernie Connaughton, 
Carmen Trotta, Chuck Trapkus 
and Phil Runkel, previous USA 
CW guests to Euro CW gather- 
ings. 1 turned the invite to the 
four day gathering into an ex- 
tended three week speaking tour 
of different Euro CW Commu- 
nities. Below is a timeline and 
running commentary from my 


tip. 
May 7-13 
Dortmund Germany 
Bernd Buscher, a founding 
member of the Dortmund CW 
community and Michael 
Porzgen, picked me up at 
Dusseldorf Airport and we 
drove to Dortmund. Michael 
had lived and worked at the 
DMCW in 1989 & 1990, 
so seeing him was a big surprise 
for me. He stayed with us in 
Dortmund a couple days, and I 
stayed on with Bernd and his 
family. 
Sunday, May 8th, was the 60th 
Anniversary of the end of 


were tortured and killed. 

I was given an opportunity to 
speak at one of the stops during 
the walk. Mindful that Dortmund 
was one of the heavily bombed 
cities during WWI, along with all 
major cities in Germany and Ja- 
pan, I spoke to the sins of the 
WWII victors and of the unac- 
knowledged war crimes com- 
mitted by the Allies. My message 
was short but clear. There were no 
good sides in WWI; the victors 
were neither noble nor just. 
WWII was a human failure all 
around. In the end, we victors 
took the god-awful by-product of 

our “victory”, nuclear weapons, 
and spawned the Nuclear Arms 
Race, the Cold War, and now the 
War on Terrorism, blindly killing 
millions and threatening the 


I was also asked to speak at the 
Kana Soup Kitchen, the 
wonderful site of the work done 
by the Dortmund Catholic 
Worker community. Once a cen- 
ter of world steel production and 
anationally known brewery town, 


serve also, along with two dioc- 
esan priests assigned to work 
with homeless in Dortmund. I 


was very humbled by 
the experience. The guests were 
served with CW love and dignity 
and I felt greatly blessed to be 
with CW family. 

May 13-17 


Ninmegen Nether- 
lands & CW Gathering 

From Dortmund our group 
traveled to Ninmegen, Nether- 
lands, for the 4-day Euro CW 
Gathering. This year the 
Amsterdam CWs hosted the 
gathering, which was held at the 
“De Refter” in Ninmegen. The 
De Refter is an old Catholic Sis- 
ters convent and girls school that 
looks more like a castle than a 
convent and school. Abandoned 
in 1974, the property exchanged 
hands several times, until a hous- 
ing collective bought the prop- 
erty. It’s a real funky place now 
with over 100 people living and 
working in the place, most of 


warmly received by extended 
family. CWers from Dortmund, 
Hamburg, Amsterdam, Oxford 
and London attended. English 
was spoken at all sessions. Over 
the four day gathering a total of 
35 CWs attended. Everyone took 
their turns cooking, cleaning and 
leading workshops and liturgies. 
T really enjoyed the session when 
everyone introduced themselves 
and their communities, 

I got to lead two group ses- 
sions. In the first, I told the 
story of the Des Moines CWer. 
Inthe second, | told my personal 
story, how I got involved with the 
CW movement, the trials and 
blessings that came my way and 
the lessons learned after 30 years 
in the movement. I knew for sure 
I was at a real CW gathering 
when, after my second 
workshop, there was an informal 
sharing of the “guest from hell” 
stories, 

For me, the most interesting 
workshop I attended was a 
discussion of what it’s like to be 


tions of great privilege and 
wealth, a fact which we agreed 
makes all of us appreciate 
the unique combination of faith, 
radical Christianity, politi- 
cal discourse, community, per- 
sonalism, the works of mercy 
and simple living that the CW 
movement encompasses. 

On the last night of the gath- 
ering we had a Cabaret 
celebration, Every community 
performed a skit. I got to tell my 
1979 “ash-spilling” inside the 
White House story. A good time 


From the Euro Gathering I 
flew to Dublin, Ireland, to visit 
my friend Ciaron O'Reilly and 
the Dublin Catholic Workers. 
While in Dublin I stayed with the 
CWers in a house they rent for 
the community, 

(Continued on Page 5) 


(Continued from Page 4) 


Ciaron O'Reilly is the most 
internationally well known 
CW. Born and raised in Aus- 
tralia, Ciaron holds dual citi- 
zenship in Australia and Ire 
land. Attracted to the Catho- 
lic Worker in the 1980's, he 
helped start a CW community 
in Australia. In the late 80's 
Ciaron came to the United 
States to visit different CW 
communities. While here, he 
met and was influenced by 
Phil Berrigan and the folks at 
Jonah House. Ciaron is the 
only plowshares activist in the 
world to do a plows- 
hares witness on three differ- 
ent continents. 

In January, 1991, just prior 
to the first Gulf War, he 
participated in his first Plow- 
shares witness on a B-52 
bomber at Griffiss AFB, 
in upstate New York, He 
served 13 months in jail and 
months of 
INS detention before being 
deported from the USA for 
life. 

He then returned home to 


added 


Australia, where he partici- 
pated in the Jabiluka Plow- 
shares, in 1999, his second 
plowshares witness, There 
he helped disable uranium 
mine equipment at the 
Jabiluka Uranium mine, 
in Kabadu National Park, 
Northern Territory, in Austra- 
lia, He did a five month jail 
term for that effort. 

In the late 90's, Ciaron relo- 
cated to England and Ireland, 
in hopes of starting a CW 
community. He helped form 
CW communities in Liver- 
pool and London before 
moving to Dublin to help start 
the CW there. In February, 
2003, Ciaron participated in 
his third plowshares witness 
the Pit Stop Plowshares. Four 
CW activists made their way 
into Shannon Airport, outside 
Dublin, and non-violently dis- 
armed a US Navy warplane 
After long delays, the activists 
were brought to trial 
this Spring. A week into the 
trial, the Judge declared a mis- 
wial. They are rescheduled to 
be tried in October, 

While in Dublin I had 
two more opportunities to 
speak. The first was a shared 
presentation with Michael Bir- 
mingham entitled “Resist- 
ing the War On Iraq”. Michael 
is a Dublin peace activist who 
lived for 2 years in Iraq while 
it was under US sanctions and 
during the US invasion. The 
second was a workshop on the 
subject of the Plows- 
hares movement. 
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Ciaron also took me to 
three important sight 
secing spots. The first was 
a visit to Kilmainham Gaol — 
the Dublin prison operated 
between 1796 and 1924. This 
is a unique prison in Ireland's 
political history. Its story 
documents the major 
struggles for Irish indepen- 
dence from England, and 
provides an extraordinary 
view of Irish national 
history. I highly recommend 
it. Then we were off to the 
Dublin General Post Office, 
the headquarters of the 1916 
Irish uprising against the Brit- 
ish. This Post Office has wall 
paintings that tell the whole 
bloody story of the uprising 
which led to the first success- 
ful gorilla war and 
partial freedom from Eng- 
land, the division of Ireland, 
and a civil war, fought over 
that division. Our third stop 
was at “Bru na Boinne Co. 
Meath”, one of the world’s 
most important archaeologi- 
cal sites, These monuments 
date back 5,000 years 

All and all, I had a great 
time in Dublin. My heart 
goes out to the Pit Stop 
Plowshares activists. Its been 
2° years since their witness 
and they are still waiting for 
their day in court. I 
was especially grateful to 
spend time with my friend 
Ciaron OReilly, ever mindful 


Dortmund, Germany. 


that I must leave the USA to 
be with him. 


May 21 — 23 
London, England 
Catholic Worker 


From Dublin, I flew to Lon- 
don, Saturday morning, May 


Bernd Buscher translating and Frank speaking at Kana Soup Kitchen in 


21, where I was met by Fr 
Martin Newell, with whom I 
stayed while in London. 
Fr Martin is the Passionist 
Priest, part of the London 
CW community, whom I met 
the last time I was in London. 
He took part in his first act 
of ‘civil responsibility’, which 


led to his arrest with eight 
Timorese, on the airfield at 
BAE Wharton, England. He 
also participated in Jubilee 
Ploughshares, the disarming 
of a nuclear weapons 
convoy vehicle at RAF 
Wittering. Fr. Martin served 
six months for his efforts 

After participating in a 
plowshares action, it became 

clear to him through his 
bishop that he needed to find 
another way to remain 
a priest, especially if he 
wanted to work full time with 
the poor and do resistance 
He sought out a religious or- 
der whom he believed 
might support his efforts 
Luckily, the Passionists in En- 
gland took him in, and are 
willing to support him in his 
life with the poor 
and resistance efforts. Fr 
Martin is currently awaiting 
trial for a direct action 
he participated in on Decem- 
ber 28th, 2004, the Feast of 
Holy Innocents. He and a 
couple other Catholic Work- 
ers dug graves on the lawn of 
the British Military Headquar- 
ters in London. 

When I arrived in London, 
It was a real foot race from 
the airport to the Passion- 
ist Headquarters in London, 
where my first, of three, 
speaking engagements took 
place. After three trains two 
bus rides, we arrived only 20 
minutes late for the two ses- 
sion conference they had 
asked me to lead. The subject 
of the conference was “Fol- 
lowing Jesus, the Non-violent 
Resister, a Call For A Resis- 
tance Church”. Twenty people 
attended. 

The following day was Trin- 
ity Sunday, which found me 
preaching the homily 
at Sunday moming Mass at St 
John’s On Bethnal Green par- 
ish (See Page 1), StJohn's is 
located in a poor neighbor- 
hood in East London, It is 
an Anglo-Catholic commu- 
nity, part of the Church of 
England. After Mass we did a 
walking tour of the local mar- 
ket area and I was treated to 
lunch at an Indian restaurant 
by Angela Broome, a London 
CW and member of St John’s 

parish. On Monday, May 23, 
the last day of my Euro trip, | 
gave a talk toa Senior Religion 
class at a Catholic HS in Lon- 
don. Right after the talk I went 
by train to the airport and 
started my journey home. 
(See Page 6 for listing of 
Catholic Worker Communi- 
ties in Europe.) 
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Second Weekly Vigil 


The DMCW started a second weekly anti war vigilevery Wed from 4pm to 5:30pm at the US 
Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS) in West Des Moines, lowa at 25th and University 
Ave. The MEPS is where our Good Friday Stations of the Cross took place. The MEPS is were 
recruits forall branches of the military from most of lowa are tested, evaluated and take their 
military oaths. Many of the 30 lowans who have died fighting in Lraq and Afghanistan 


passed through this MEPS on their way to their deaths. That is why we have started this second 


Catholic Worker Communities In Europe: 


Kana Soup Kitchen and 
The Dortmund Catholic 
Worker Community 
MAllinckrodtstrabe 114, 
44145 Dortmund, Germany. 
Tek: 0231 839853 
Fax: 0231-8635 184 
News Letter: KanaRundbrief 
The Dortmund CW Commu- 
nity is 14 years old. They run the 
Kana Soup Kitchen in down 
town Dortmund. They are open 
four times a week and daily feed 
between 200 and 300 people 
During the winter months they 
give out sleeping bags. There are 
six core members, supported in 
their work by many volunteers 
They do a monthly worship ser- 
vice and a monthly vigil at the 
Train Station to protest how 
homeless people are treated at 
the station. They organize a 
yearly civil disobedience & dem- 
onstration in Dortmund on Oct 
17, the Inter-national Day of 
Against Poverty. And they par- 
ticipate in other local peace and 
justice activities and demonstra- 
bons. 


Contact: 
Bernd and Sabrine Buscher- 
Dorwmund 


Tel: 0044-231-104245 
E-mail: 
webde 


Brot & Rosen, and 
The Hamburg Catholic 
Worker Community 

Diakonische 


Basisgemeinschaft, 
Fabriciusstr, 56 22177 
Hamburg, Germany 
Tel: 040/ 69 70 20 85 


News Letter: Brot & Rosen 


The Hamburg CW Commu- 
nity is nine years old. They have 
a house, live in Community, and 
do hospitality for refugees. There 
are three full-time adults and five 
children in the community. They 
have three regular volunteers and 
2 people exploring the commu- 
nity with one year Commitments, 
They currently have an Iranian 
Kurdish family of four and a 
couple from Peru. They do a 
weekly vigil in Hamburg 

against deportations and they do 
a se Good Friday Way of the 
Cross, attended by 100 people 
this year, Last year they had a lot 
of media attention for the hos- 


Amsterdam 
Catholic Workers 


One community, three houses: 


Jeannette Noel House (16 yrs) 
Klievernick 125-126-127 
Postbus 22141, 1100CC 


Amsterdam 

Tek: 020-6994 320 
Rhimou House (10 yrs) 
Kikkenstein 224, 1104 AK 
Amsterdam 

Tek 011 31 206956 203 
Harriet Tubman House (6 yrs) 
Dantestraat 196 

Amsterdam 1102 ZR, 

Tel: 020-4166-004 & 4166-005 
E-mail: fritstk@antenna.nl 
News Letter: Dynamite! 

The Amsterdam Catholic 
Worker Community is the oldest 
of the Euro CW communities 
beginning 16 years ago. They are 
live in communities who share 
their apartments with refugees, 
many who are illegals 
The housing situation in 
Sanpete is Lictneng most 
people live in apart- 
seme LES re cen 


gainst the arms trade and occa- 
sional anti-nuclear actions at 
USAF bases. 


St. Francis House and 


227 Cowley Road, Oxford 


The Oxford Catholic Worker 
community is 12 years old. They 
did do hospitality for refugees 
and asylum seekers. The commu- 
nity is currently in transition 
They have a live-in community 
of three people. They have three 
rooms available for hospitality 
Their community motto is “Hos- 
pitality, Sustainability and Resis- 
tance in Community". They 
are currently supporting the 
Plowshares trial in Dublin and 
maintaining a garden. 

London Catholic Worker 

The London CW is a commu- 
nity of people brought together 
to support the Jubilee Plough- 
shares. They continued meeting 
believing the need for a CW 
community of hos; itality and 
resistance is nee in Lon- 
don. They regularly meet for 
prayer, reflection and continued 
resistance work. They are actively 
looking for space in London to 
start a house of hospitality and 
resistance. They share a web page 


Started in Des Moines Area 


weekly vigil We have 30 poster size portraits, one for each fallen lowan that we hold along the 
University Ave in front of the MEPS. So far we have not had enough vigilers to hold all 30 
posters. We need at least 15 people holding two posters a piece to display all 30. Itwould be 
better if we had a vigiler for every poster. Hundreds of cars pass the corner of 25th and University 
in WDM during the time of the vigil. Those in the DM area please consider joing us. 


with the Dublin CW. It’s a great 
web page — check it out 
Www. geocities, conV/ 
londoneatholicworker 
Contacts in London: 
Fr. Martin Newell - London 
Tel: (020) 8986 6335 
E-mail: martin_newelll1967@ 
yahoo,co.uk 
Scott Albrecht - London 
Tel: 07788481036 
Web: www.geocities.com/ 
londoneatholieworker 
E-mail: mariascott2000@ 
yahoo.co.uk 
E-mail: 
londoneatholicworker® 
yahoo.co.uk 


Dublin Catholic Worker 


The Dublin CW community 
has focused their energies in 
supporting the Pit Stop Plow- 
shares Witness, Members of the 
community rent a house in 
Dublin. Four of the people liv- 
ing in the house currently work 
for a wet homeless shelter in 
Dublin, They are actively look- 
ing for a space to do their own 
hospitality and resistance work. 
Contact in Dublin: 

Ciaron O'Reilly 

Tel; 087 918 4552 
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Times and Places of the two weekly vigils: 


Every Thursday; 11:30a.m. 1:00p.m.: 


Nollan Plaza 


Every Wednesday; 4:00p.m. - 5:30p.m. 


US Military Entrance Processing Station 
25th and University Avenue 
West Des Moines, lowa 


Military Recruitment — Out of Control 


What you need to know. And what you need to do. 


Fran Fuller ——_____-- 
—— Des Moines Catholic Worker 


On June 21*, an informational 
meeting was held to gather sup- 
port and workers for several im- 
portant issues of military recruit- 
ment, We were pleased to have 
about75 people attend and were 
encouraged to see many new 
faces, 

Information was presented on 
the No Child Left Behind Act, 
Military Opt-Out Provisions, 
Military Aptitude Testing in High 
Schools (ASFAB), Delayed En- 
try Program, Recruiting Prac- 
tices, and Draft Proposals and 
Potential, The panel shown in 
the photo presented information 
on each of these topics, The 
group then split up into commit- 
tees to discuss how to education 
parents, students, teachers and 
the general public on these issues 
which literally can mean life or 
death to our young people. In- 
formation was also provided on 
Conscientious Objector status 
and the possible consequences 
of failing to register at age 18. 

The No Child Left Behind Act 
contains provisions which pro- 
vide the military with personal in- 
formation on each high school 
student in the US unless the stu- 
dent exercises his/her legal right 
to have this information kept pri- 


vate. Students may be harassed 
at home by military recruiters be- 
cause their name, address and 
phone number was given to them 
by the child’s school. It is the 
high school principal's job to let 
students know that they can opt 
out of giving this information to 
the military by signing a form. 
This should ideally be done at the 
same time as they register for 
high school, 

The Armed Services Voca- 
tional Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) 
exam is provided to high schools 
by the Pentagon. While neither 
the school nor the military can 
require students to take this 
exam, little or no information is 
provided to the student. In many 
schools, they are led to believe 
they have no choice, The 
ASVAB is a placement and ad- 
mission exam and the results pro- 
vide prequalified leads to military 
recruiters, Students can also opt 
out of this exam by signing a 
form provided by the high 
school, Some schools say they 
use this exam as part of their “ca- 
reer exploration” service offered 
to students but there is no proven 
value of this exam to anyone but 
the military, 

The Delayed Entry Program 
Most people who enlist are 
signed up into the Delayed En- 


Corner of 4th and Locust (Downtown) 
Des Moines, lowa 


try Program 
(DEP), for up 
to a year be- 
fore they re- 
port for active 
duty training. 
Sign now, pay 
later. It's a 
popular way to 
sell cars, ste- 
reos and mili- 
tary enlist- 
ment. The De- 
layed Entry 
Program is 
particularly at- 
tractive to high 
school seniors 
who are un- 
sure about what to do after 
graduation, A lot can happen in 
a year (especially for teenagers!), 
and many young people change 
their minds about what they want 
to do with their lives. 

While Delayed Enlistment 
Program recruits have incurred 
a legal obligation to the military, 
getting out of the Delayed En- 
try Program is simple: write a let- 
ter requesting separation that 
fully explains why the recruit is 
unable or unwilling to serve, 

Military recruiters have access 
to students in high schools dur- 
ing their lunch periods, PE 
classes, and students are even 


em. aL 


taken out of class to meet with 
military recruiters, These recruit- 
ers have much greater access to 
students than college and corpo- 
fate recruiters. They put on wall 
climbing exhibitions, give away 
lots of gadgets and enticements 
to attempt to get students to sign 
up. This is without parental ap- 


_ difficulty meeting their quotas, 


their tactics have been becoming 
more and more out of control, 
We have started staffing a table 
in the high schools over the lunch 
break to provide students with an 
alternative view to what they're 


hearing from the military recruit- 
ers. Our goal is to give the stu- 
dents information to help them 
make a sound decision and to 
provide them with some support 
and let them know what other 
options are available to them, 

If you're interested in more 
information on these issues and/ 
or would like to help educate oth- 
ers and keep our children safe, 
please contact; 


McQuillen 
(515) 274-4851 ext. 22 
KMcQuillen@ afse.org, 
* Jeffrey Weiss 
(515) 274-4851 ext. 16 
E-mail; jweiss@afsc.org, 
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A Lesson on the 
Ruling Class 


Elton Davis enduring an ancient form of harassment imposed by the 
twelve- 


miniature ruling class upon anyone bigger than they are, the dreaded | 
hour piggyback ride. With his daughter, Hava, age 


Elton Davis 


This precipitates a meltdown of 


——Des Moines Catholic Worker grand proportion as | reinforce 


Ina recent trip with my part- 
ner Sally to her Princeton alumni 
Twenty-fifth Reunion weekend it 
became painfully clear just how 
entitled the privileged class in this 
country view themselves, And it 
also became evident that all I 
need to know in terms of deal- 
ing with the ruling class, I have 
already learned from being the 
parent of a four-year-old 

The ruling class of this coun- 
try is, of course, elite, coming 
from select schools within a rela- 
tively small geographic area. Ev- 
ery cultural and social nule of sta- 
tus in the United States rein- 
forces the entitlement of privi- 
lege these folks enjoy. It is no 
wonder George Bush believes 
God is with him. That lesson has 
never been challenged in his life. 
And so it is with my four-year- 
old daughter. As she parades 
around the living room in her 
fairy tale princess dress she in- 
forms me that she is “the prin- 
cess of the universe”. She ex- 
pects that I will cater to her ev- 
ery whim, and if 1 do not agree 
or comply with her desire, she 
tells me how mean I am. Heaven 
forbid | should feel the need to 
correct any behavior she may be 
exhibiting al any given moment: 


the lesson that, being her parent, 
I have responsibility to teach her 
some serious lessons about the 
nature of reality, It is unfortu- 
nate the ruling class of this soci- 
ety never gains these valuable les- 
sons, living in the bubble of a 
fairy tale existence from the mo- 
ment of birth. 
And so it comes to us, those 
few called to engage in w 
some term “prophetic witness”, 
to actively participate in a pro- 
gram of de-schooling and re- 
educating the ruling class, And 
the ruling class responds to our 
collective chastisement with 
much the same kind of response 
Ihave come to expect from my 
four-year-old, There is name- 
calling, referring to us as terror- 
ist sympathizers or liberals. And 
instead of throwing a tantrum, 
the ruling elite simply empowers 
law enforcement to attempt to 
bully us into “correct” behavior. 
But as hard and painful as it is 
to be a parent and a dissident, 
do our part to influence and 
guide the often impossible be- 
haviors of both our children and 
the leaders of the world. 


Emmaus House Is Born 
In Yankton, South Dakota 


Dagmar Hoxie ——— 
Yankton, SD Catholic Worker 


Tremember years ago, Michael 
Sprong mentioned to me that 
one day he and Beth Preheim 
hoped to start a Catholic Worker 
House in Yankton, SD. In the 
summer of 2004, they decided 
the ime had come. They asked 
me, Sr. Ann Sherman, Jo Mooney 
and Fr. Leonard Kayser to be 
part of this endeavor 

Since Yankton has a large fed- 
eral prison, a Trusty Unit in 
Yankton, the SD Human Ser 
vices Center, and the nearby 
Springfield 
Prison, we knew 
of the great need 
for women and 
children to have 
a safe place to 
stay while in 
Yankton visiting 
their loved ones 
in pnson. 

Beth had the 
matter well re- 
searched. In- 
mates with little 
orno family con- 
nection are the 

ones retuming to 
prison after re- 
lease, marniages 
grow apart, chil- 
dren are affected if 


they cannot see their dad. To bet- 
ter these odds became our focus, 
Mike and Beth searched for 
the right house, with the right 
price. We attended auctions — 
nothing suitable. Then we heard 
of an old, dilapidated house, long 
ago a grand house. The price was 
okay and the location perfect. 
Mike and Beth sent out ap- 
peals everywhere. Volunteers 
came from the community, 
Mount Marty College, Sacred 
Heart Monastery, USD Vermil- 
lion, Menso, SD, and Freeman, 
SD...a great response. And we 
scraped inside and outside, sid- 
ing, floors, ceilings, and it seemed 
endless! Holes were filled 
James, a college professor, knew 
how and God bless him! Beth 
attacked all the little difficult to 
reach holes, nooks and crannies. 


Her patience is unbelievable. She 
also did itto perfection, Mike 
directed the traffic, what is 
needed, where needed, how 
much, and how soon. He also 
settled for nothing less than per 

fection. 

The kitchen needed a total 
overhaul and a large donation by 
the Benedictine Sisters of Sacred 
Heart Monastery made this pos 
sible. Mike and Beth laid the tile 
in the new kitchen where the 
floor was not level anywhere. I 
saw them both age and grey hairs 
multiplied. Dan Gergen from 
Habitat for Humanity came to 


our rescue and refinished all the 
wood floors, 

The roof needed replacing. A 
handicap accessible bathroom 
was needed. A big underground 
water leak was discovered. It 
took the removal of large two 
trees to get this done. BIG 
money!!! 

We are so grateful to all who 
donated time, money, talent and 
prayers. You all made this won- 
derful project possible. Blessings 
on all of you 

I believe if we try to do God's 
we ork, we can expect to receive 
God's help and the courage to go 
forward, and we did! | also be- 
lieve that the seeds for this un- 
dertaking were planted right here 
at the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker. Since the very first time 
I came to stay at the DMCW, I 


was deeply touched by the good 
works happening around me. | 
hoped to become part of this anc 
not just from a long distance 
Mike and Beth's background was 
already deeply rooted in the “be 

community” which mac 


lovec 
a dream for all of us a reality 

The Emmaus House is filled 
each weekend (since February 
2005) with women and children 
coming and going, good food 
and drink and lots of grateful 
hearts. This grand old house is 
experiencing a good time once 
again. 

Every first Friday, we celebrate 
Mass thanks to 
Fr. Leonard 
Kayser, with a 
short program 
following. We 
talked about 
Franz Jagger- 
statter recently 
Third Fridays 
we have an ecu- 
menical service 
and round table 
discussion. 
There is always 
good atten- 
dance. Yankton 
is leaming about 
the Catholic 
Worker Move- 
ment and there 

is lots of 
interest. 

The SD Peace and Justice Cen- 
ter chapter started to have their 
monthly meetings at the House 
which fits in wonderfully 

Our Open House on May 1 
was a big success. 100-150 people 
walked through and admired 
what had been done. To top it 
off, the Saturday before our 
Open House, the speakers at our 
May Chapter meeting were Molly 
and Jerry Mechtenberg-Bernigan. 
We had a good turnout. Their 
son, Amos, smiled at everyone 
and was the finishing touch fora 
grand evening. 

If you'd like to receive our 
newsletter, The Prairie Personal- 
ist, contact us at Emmaus House, 
401 Green St., PO Box 353, 
Yankton, SD 57078, (605) 664- 
3062. 


The Yankton Gang (1 to r): Sr. Anne Sherman, OSPF; Jo Mooney, Beth Preheim, Michael Sprong, Fr. Leonard Kayser, 
and Dagmar Hoxie. Gathering for the blessing of the newly renovated Emmaus House in Yankton. You can go to 
our website (www.desmoinescatholicworker.org) for the meaning behind the name of their house, Emmaus, And 
if you already know the meaning, then you're late showing up in Yankton for a week or two of blissful vohuteering. 
Butdon't plan on beating Dagmar in a game of Scrabble. She'll knock your socks off in seven languages. 
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Faith in Action 


1 first became acquainted with 
the Des Moines Catholic worker 
six years ago when I was a mem 
ber of Faith-in-Action. This 
group coordinates and sponsors 
service-adventures for high 
school students who want to 
spend a week volunteering 
around Des Moines 

During the week we went to 
three different locations to vol- 
unteer, besides the DMCW we 
worked at St. Mary’s Family Cen- 
ter and St, Ambrose Cathedral 
where we helped with Sudanese 
families in the Des Moines area 

Since the trip I continued to go 
back to the DMCW to volunteer 
as well as the other two locations. 
At the DMCW I spent my week 
ends helping serve meals, work- 
ing outside, and attending Friday 
night mass. 

I remember my first time go- 
ing to the DMCW; I was excited 
to find a place like the Catholic 
Worker. Right away it felt like 
family and it was just the kind of 
thing I wanted to be a part of 
Throughout the rest of high 
school I was a frequent volun- 
teer. The Worker, for me, was a 
place where I leamed and expe- 
rienced a type of living that was 
different from what I was used 
to. It was at The Worker where 


my faith really grew: "Rather than tife and how to approach the 


Emily Sinnwell playing chocolate-mouth with one of her 75 babies in the orphanage ~Pundacion Salvacion”, 
in the city of Huchuctenago, Guatemala. The baby appeared to have the upper hand as this photo was being shot. 


including me, that is wo people 
for 70 kids, The func 
is very litle and it all comes from 
private individuals who either are 
passing through or are giving 
through their churches in the 
states. We have lots of needs 
mostly to pay bills and buy food. 
The only meat we can afford is 
chicken necks and feet. When I 
first arrived the babies were fed 
coffee and bread for breakfast 
I was able to buy fruit and eggs 
for them. I recently took a trip 
over my Christmas vacation and 
was able to bring back some do- 
nations. | will be returning in 


ig we get 


August to spend three weeks 
there before starting my last year 
in nursing school. I hope to 
graduate in May of 2006 and 
work in the states fora short time 
before moving back down to 
Central America to work as a 
nurse. As of now I continue to 
live and work at the DMCW 
while also going to nursing 
school 

Your thoughtful donation 
would mean so much: If you 
can help by donating cash or 
supplies for the Guatemalan 
orphanage you can call me at 
the DMCW (515-280-1216) or 
send donations to: 


ignoring the poverty and injus- 
tices that go on in the world to- 
day, I saw people actually dedi- 
cating there lives to confronting 
these issues and living with them 
everyday. After high school I 
moved to Iowa City to attend the 
University of lowa. I was fortu 
nate to bring with me what I had 
learned from my time at the 


people and all the things life 
comes with. 

After spending two years at U 
of I, | transferred into the nurs- 
ing program at Mercy College 
here in Des Moines, and in Oc- 
tober I moved into the DMCW 
as a full time community mem- 
ber. I have to say that the FIA 


trip I took when I was in high 
school really opened up a lot of 
doors for me and a life of ser- 
vice. Since the trip I have con- 


DMCY, All the people at the 
DMCW, those who live there, 
volunteer, or just come to. get a 


The DM CatholicWorker 
tinued to work with four Spent in Guatemala living at an PO. 551, 
Sudanese families around Des orphanage. The orphanage Des Moines, 1A 50306 
anag anas innwell@t 


Moines. I do all kinds of things 
from helping the kids with their 
homework, to helping transport 
the kids to appointments when 
the parents are working. Most of 
all lam a friend for them and 
someone they can call when they 
have questions, because moving 
from Sudan to the states is a very 
difficult and scary thing to say the 
least. 

These last two summers I have 


named Fundacion Salvacion, is in 
the city of Huehuetenago. It is 
a private orphanage run by a 
woman named Sandra who 
started it seven years ago. There 
are about 70 children, and three 
mothers who live there. I spend 
most of my time taking care of 


Receipts are available for your 
cash donations if you'd like. 


the babies. I do everything from 
feeding them, to getting up with 
them at night. We have one 
worker who is there at night and 


Annual Anti-Nuke Vigil Aug 6 — 9 to com- 
memorate 60th Anniversary of U.S. atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan. 


The DM CW, the Omaha CW and the Omaha Spirit of Peace 
Community invite you to join us for our annual three-and-a-half 
day vigil at the gates of Offutt Air Force Base, in Bellevue, Nebraska. 
home of the Strategic Nuclear (StratCom) and the US Military Space 
Commands. Come stand, pray and do penance with us as we com- 
memorate the 60th Anniversary of the USA atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan on Aug 6 and 9, 1945. Contemplate 
with us the work and mission of these god-awful Commands, the 
challenges they pose to all life on our planet and the demonic claim 
it holds on the soul and spirit of our nation. 

We begin Saturday Aug 6th at 8a.m., the hour the USA dropped 
the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima, at the Kinney gate and main 
entrance of Offutt AFB. The vigil ends Tuesday Aug 9th at 11 a.m., 
the hour the USA dropped the second at bomb on Nagasaki. 

‘We'll start each of the fours days (Sat through Tue) at 8 a.m. and 
end at 8 p.m. (12 hours). On Aug 9th the vigil concludes with a prayer 
circle and line crossing at 11a.m. Floor space is available in the base- 
ment of St John’s Church on Creighton University’s campus starting 
Friday evening Aug Sth. People are welcome to bring food and drinks 
to share. Call and let us know you are coming and of you have 
any special needs, Everyone is welcome! Come for an hour or for 
the whole three-and-a-half days. Contacts: Frank Cordaro, Phil 
Berrigan CW House (515) 282-4781; Jerry Ebner of the Omaha 
CW Community (402) 455-6439; Caitlin Harwood or William Slattery 
at the Omaha Spirit of Peace Community (402)991-4586. 


SOS 


This years vigil is part of larger effort planned by the Omaha 


based organization, SOS (Speak Out at STRATCom) 2005. This year's 
SOS main event will take place on Saturday Aug 6th at 10;00a.m. — 
12:00 noon at the Kinney Gate, Offutt’s main entrance and site of 
our three-and-a-half day vigil. Speakers will include Veteran peace 
activist Medea Benjamin of “Code Pink: Women for Peace” 
(www.codepink4peace.or)g and “Global Exchange” (www. 
globalexchange.org) and Loring Wirbel, author of Star Wars: 


US. Tools of Space Supremacy. 


For more info on this and other 


events planned in Omaha for Aug 6 - 9 visit SOS's web page: 
en 


Des Moines’s observance of 
August 6 and 9. 


e August 6, 7:30p.m., anniver- 
sary of the bombing of 
Hiroshima, The Sedako Ballet, 
performed by the Central lowa 
Dance Youth Ballet Company, 
Plymouth Congregational 
Church, 42nd and Ingersoll, 
Des Moines. 


e August 9, 7:30p.m., anniver- 
sary of the bombing of 


Nagasaki, event at the Japanese 
Bell, on the Iowa State House 
grounds, parking at the new State 
Supreme Court building, speak- 
ers, music and program to 
be announced. Contact Brian 
Terrell at Catholic Peace Minis- 
try for more information. (515) 
255-8114 
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Migracion e Identidad 


Galvez Ibarra 


Otro de los temas 
recurrentes dentro de la 
migraci6n es el que se 
refiere a la integracién e 
identidad, es decir, 
cuando los grupos de 
emigrantes Hegan a 
nuevas tierras, ;COmo es 
su relacién con la 
sociedad nativa? y si hay 
una fusi6n con la nueva 
cultura y raza a donde se 
llega, cémo se da ésta?, 
en nuestro caso significa: 
2En qué forma nos 
relacionamos con la 
cultura y sociedad 


americana? 


No son pocos, los que en 
la calle, la escuela, la 
colonia, los centros de 
trabajo etc. argumentan 
que lo mejor es que 
mantengamos nuestra 
cultura latina, por tanto, 
mantengamos nuestro 
lenguaje y costumbres, 
pues con ello, se 
garantizara un mayor 
respeto a los latinos 
como grupo social y 
racial. Sin embargo, hay 
otro grupo no menos 
pequefio e importante 
que acada momento nos 
dice que lo mejor es 
asimilar la cultura 
americana su lenguaje, 
sus costumbres, sus 
habitos, que vivamos 
pues como ellos y eso 
facilitaran nuestro 
progreso y hasta de paso, 
borrard todas nuestras 
cosas “negativas” de 
nuestra cultura. 


La raz6n de la discusi6n 
de éste tema (migraci6n 
e identidad), 


mayoritariamente surge 


Eduardo Galeano 


Seré curioso. A mediados del ao pasado, mientras esta guerra se estaba incubando, George W. Bush declaré que <lebemos estar listos 
para alacar en cualquier oscuro rinc6n del mundo-. Irak es, pues, un oscuro rincén del mundo. ACreera Bush que la civilizaci6n nacié en 
Texas y que sus compatriotas inventaron la escritura? Nunca escuchd hablar de la biblioteca de Ninive, ni de la torre de Babel, ni de los 
jardines colgantes de Babilonia? ;No escuch6 ni uno solo de los cuentos de las mil y una noches de Bagdad? 4Quién lo eligi6 presidente 


como una respuesta a 
situaciones donde vemos 
que las comunidades 
latinas son rechazadas, 
en ocasiones 
estereotipadas o hasta 
segregadas que es lo mas 
grave, en otros casos, 
representan y son 


dar una respuesta a las 
causas de ésta 


problemitica. 


Ahora bien, a la huz de las 
investigaciones sobre 
éste tema y retomando 
los comentarios de las 
personas que saben del 
tema, coinciden que lo 
mejor y mas prudente 
tanto para la sociedad 

nativa como para la 
sociedad inmigrante es 
su integracién, pues de 


esta manera, los dos 
grupos salen 
beneficiados y la 
situaci6n de ambos 
mejora en todos los 
planos de la vida dando 
como resultado final una 
mayor cohesi6n social, 
elemento basico para el 
desarrollo y crecimiento 
de todo grupo en 
sociedad. 


Sin embargo, la 
integraci6n no sélo 
depende del grupo 
inmigrante, se requicre 
primeramente de una 
aceptaci6n del grupo 
que la recibe, en éste 
caso de la sociedad 
anglo. Ahora bien, un 
elemento que puede 
ayudar a esta integraci6n 
son las politicas de 
gobierno, es decir, 
ayudar a que haya 


igualdad de derechos 
en la vivienda, el 
trabajo, la salud, 
derechos humanos 
etc. Pues mientras 
haya desigualdad en lo 
anteriormente 
senalado (derechos y 
responsabilidades), no 
hay y no habra 
integracién y mucho 
menos cohesién 
social 


Ahora bien, la parte 
social es la mas 
importante no, la cual, 
no dependera de las 
politicas de gobierno 
sino de la aceptaci6n 
de los grupos que se 
enfrentan a ceder y 
recibir nuevos 
elementos culturales, 
para lo cual, los 
mayores obstaculos 
son los estereotipos 


La Guerra 


del planeta? A mi, nadie me llam6 a votar en esas elecciones. /Y a ustedes? 


#legiriamos a un presidente sordo? 7A un hombre incapaz de escuchar nada mas que los ecos de su voz? Sordo ante el trueno incesante de 


millones y millones de voces que en las calles del mundo estan declarando la paz a la guerra? 


Ni siquiera ha sido capaz de escuchar el carifioso consejo de Ginter Grass. El escritor aleman, comprendiendo que Bush tenia necesidad de 


negativos y la 
xenofobia que en un 
momento dado se 
puede suscitar hacia 
los grupos de 
inmigrantes. Por tanto, 
el esfuerzo debe de ir 
encaminado a la fusion 
e integraciOn pero 
también sin perder 
nuestra identidad en 
este caso latina, pues 
ellos nos ayudaran a 
identificarnos como 
grupo y a hacer 
prevalecer nuestra 
dignidad de raza. 
Como decia por ahi un 
investigador francés de 
nombre Alan Touraine, 
urpe la integracion de las 
sociedadesfreniealagpemaa 
econamicaqueespenmentad 
mundo globalizado, Noes 
descabellado asegurar 
que cuando logremos una 
aceptacion y 
reconocimiento de las 
culturas a las que 
pertenecemos y cuando 
logremos entender la 
Qultura del projime, habri 
como resultado una 
mayor cohesiGn social 
que se vera reflejada en 
respeto a nuestros 
derechos de empleo, 
trabajo, educaci6n, salud 
etc., dando como 
resultado final una 
disminuci6n a todo tipo 
de degradaci6n y 
delincuencia social. En el 
proceso hay dos partes, 
pongamos lo mejor de 


nosotros para lograr una 
integraciOn con dignicad 


demostrar algo muy importante ante su padre, le recomend6 que consullara a un sicoanalista en lugar de bombardear Irak 


’ 


NC 


Teniencdk » como referencia 
el mundo globalizado en el 
que vivimos, el cual se 
caracteriza a grosso modo , 
por la intemacionalizacién 
y mundializaci6n de 
empresas y mercados que 
se establecen allende las 
fronteras de sus paises de 


Nuevo 


Mi nombre es Cecilia y vengo 
de Chile, Sudamérica, vivo en 
Des Moines desde hace casi sis 
afios y soy voluntaria en la 
Comunidad de Trabajadores 
CanSticos dese Marzo del 2004 
Ahora vivo en casa de Carla con 
su familia desde el pasado 
Nomennibre. Quando vine a vivir 
4 la communicked, mis metas eran 
comtinuar mis estudios en 
DMACC en el programa de 
enfermeria encontrar trabajo y 
tabapu en la comunidad. Esta es 
Une nueva expenenci en mi vick 

Me encanta cocinary preparer 
cistingos tipos de 


una buena cual en 


solo la rentabilidad 
econOmica y aun seria 
mejor si esta globalizaci6n 
se hace desde una visién 
cristiana, es decir desde una 
enfoque fratemo y solidario 
que tiende puentes entre la 
gente sin importar su 
origen; promoviendo la mdicion personal. 
movilidad del capital y no 
asi la movilidad humana y 
su fuerza laboral y que 
encuentra Como una de sus 
principales consecuencias 
negativas la profundizacién 
de las diferencias sociales y 
econdémicas y en algunos 
casos de las religiosas, una 
reflexion requerida a 

respecto es sobre el papel y 
ubicaci6n del cristianismo 
ante y en la globalizaci6n. 


En una realidad, donde 
existe un mercado 

imperfecto y la abismal 

desigualdad entre una 

minora de globalizadores y 

una inmensa mayoria de 

globalizados aparece en 

cualquiera de las estacisticas 
ofrecidas por diversos 
Onganismos internacionales. 

El 80 por ciento de la 
poblaci6n del planeta vive 
con el 20 por ciento de los 
recursos y 1200 millones de 
personas se ven obligadas 
a vivir con menos de un 
dolar por dia. Se necesita 
una globalizacién 
alternativa, que incluya a 
quienes excluye la actual 
globalizacion neoliberal 


Ahora bien, la 
deshumanizaci6n no es 
slo en la parte moral y 
espiritual del hombre sino 
en su parte maternal pues en 
tan s6lo unos anos la brecha 
entre paises ricos y pobres 


es mayor, La degradacién 
dos terceras partes de la 


humanidad. Como vemos 
el papel del cristianismo y 
su tarea social no sélo es dar 
voz. a los sin voz, sino llevar 
un mensaje de esperanza y 
de justicia siempre 
inspirados en el evangelio, 
el cual se caracteriza por la 


ambiental, los genocidios, 
las dictaduras, desigualdad 
de genero, el narcotnifico o 
el terrorismo se presentan 
como una constante, ante 
esta realidad, una via de 
soluci6n seria globalizar 
todo lo que para el ser 
humano es importante y no 
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paz y el amor y sobre todo 
el ejemplo de quien porta 
la buena nueva 
Es el momento de retomar 
y dimensionar los 
documentos del Concilio 
Vaticano Il, los cuales 
subrayan que, para 
satisfacer las exigencias de 
la justicia se han de eliminar 
las grandes diferencias 
sociales . Las diferencias 
escandalosas entre ricos y 
pobres son una injusticia y, 
ademas, un peligro social: 
generan violencia 


En este mismo sentido, otra 
fuente de orientacién puede 
ser las palabras de Paulo VI 
cuando apunté que la 
evangelizacin no tiene que 
ver solo con la transmisiGn 
de ciertas creencias © la 
promocién de ciertos 
valores, sino también con 
amplios patrones que 
plasman las formas de 
pensar, sentir, actuary, aun, 
el modo de experimentar la 
vica, 


Ante esta realidad 
expuesta, el cristianismo se 
deberia presentarse como el 
promotor de la 
reivindicacion de los 
valores esenciales del ser 
humano. El compromiso 


todos los dias, a cada momento _ visto mis por aqui, pemeness 

lhegaerpersonas buscade algo” un caso diferente, pordu 

conic, ropa. oamapana duc generalmente la resa porackt con: 
La misiGn en ésta conmuniclad ¢, Tr Gnb tascriatte shat Cada ve 
ayudar a lt gente que Gene algtin “falta. Son muchas las personas ve en las ca 


upo de necesidad, pero yo creo 
que lo mas importante es dar 
tambien una palabra cle aliento y 
de esperanza cuando to 
requé . Excel caso de un 
hombre que Tlegd en Marzo 
pasado a la “casa buscando 
comida y unr lugar donde pasar im 
bake tenia fio y hambre por v 

ye heck unos clises habia > 


tambien son 


veal 


que son “cliente frecuenie” Ge la 
comunidad y que son parte 
qamibién de ésta casa porque hin, 
venice por muchos anos a éste 


También he tenido la 
oporunidad de conocer 4 
has familias que son 
luntarias y que cada mes 
somparten con la comunitkid un 
AF ead en sca de » rico almuerzo © cena, ellos 


Galvez 
social y humano del 
cristianismo debe pugnar 
por contribuir no sdlo a las 
reflexiones espirituales sino 
a la responsabilidad social. 
Promover los valores 
humanos como la 
tolerancia, la paz o la 
defensa de la vida en todas 
Sus etapas no debe hacerse 
desde la posicién del 
discurso (0 peor atin desde 
el silencio) sino desde la 
accion, 


La reivindicacién del rol 
social que el cristianismo 
juega en la sociedad en la 
etapa de la globalizacién, 
debe ser traducido en 
acciones que fomenten en 
dialogo intercultural, la 
fraternidad entre las 
religiones, la tolerancia las 
cuales ayudaran a la 
reconstruccién del tejido 
social tan daftado por el 
economico 


Sistema 
imperante, 


uno de nosotros 
6 de Des Moines 
caminando a personas sin 
rumbo, la mayoria llega aqui a 


sus alegrias. Trabajur con 
todos ellos me a dado otra cara 


ésta casa que 6s la casa de todes de esta sociedad que también 
ellos donde pueden encontrar — sufre. 


Renovation 
fe need do-it-yourselfers, 
carpenters, phumbers 
and electricians 
to help with: 
Dingman House: 
@ New Windows 
BS All New Kitchen 
8 Fire Escape 
Lazarus House: 
® New Roof 
§ Fire Escape 
Ligutti House: 
® Foundation Work 
§ Fire Escape 


We need your donations 
or skills! 
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